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ChriftsChurch-government brief. : 


ly laid downe ; and how it ought to 
bee fet up in all Chriftian Con- 
sregations. 


E: Refolved in fündry Cafes of Conícience. x 
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IER. 6.16. 

CE Thus faith the Lord ; Stand ye in the wayes y and fee and 
PE aske forsheold paths, where is tbe good way, and walk shere= = 
SE in, and yo [ball finde reft for your foules. 


| LvKE 19.27. 
sÈ — Bnttbefe mine Enemies, which would not sbat I Jhowld 
se raigue over them, bng them hither and flay them before wwe. 7 


ODELL 
/ OF THE F 
Government of the Church under 


the Gofpel, by Presbyters, 


Proved eut of the holy Scriptures, to be that one, onely 
uniform Government of the univerfall vifible Church, and 
of all Nationall, Provinciall, Claflicall and Congre- 
 gationall Churches: which is according to the 
will and appointment of Jefus Chrift. 


- Which may ferveto ftay fuch as are doubting, 
1 with hope of full fatisfaction, and clear Ser 


tion of this truth, fhortly tobe made by the 
- 1 Reverend Adembly of Divines. 
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ofed by a Presbyterian Minifter of the City of London, 
and approved by divers of his learned Brethrep, 
and at their requeft پر‎ 


5 LONDON, 


Trinted for Tho. Underhill, andare to be'feldat his fhop 
at the figne of the Bible in Woodftreet. ' 1 646. 
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Tothe Honourable City of London, 


and all the Inhabitants thereof, who fin- 


cerely feek and defire a true reformation of the 
Church, according tothe Word of God, 


Ive me leave, moft famous and renowned 
| City , and ye the Right Honourable Lord 
| ES ' Major, the Right Worfhipfalt Aldermen, 
i 2 and religious Common-Councell and Com- 
V EDO) meners, to congratalate and rejoice with you, 
for that honour which the Lord hath laid on yonintbefe daies 
of great confusion. Tou, under God, have been the guard of 
this prefent Parliament, Ey which fo great things have been 
done for the fafety and defence of three Kingdoms. Your 
free contributions of your wealth and (ubflance, have been 
the finews of this warre, undertaken for the defence of eur 
Religion, Laws and Liberties. Few Counties in this 
Kingdom have been able to defend themfelves, much lefe to 
help others, except thofe whom yon have encouraged, and fet 
en work by your example, andto whom you have been a bul- 
wark againft the enemies, who by you have been terrified 
from invading them, All the aßociated Counties have 
caufe to bleffe God for the vicinity and neighbsur-hood of 
London. And all the reft of the Kingdom may fay, 
If the Lord had not helped us by the Forces, Arms, and 
fupplies of men and money from London, we had been 
' A 2 utterly 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 

stierly deftroied and laid waflt. But the chief glory be. 
flowed om you by God, is your courage for the truth, and 
trite Chriftian Religion, your earneft ftudy, and conflant 
endeavour for promoting an happy Reformation of the Church 
in Religion, Dostrine, Worfhip, and Difcipline, accord- 
ing tothe Word of God ; your zeal against Seitaries, 
Schifmaticks, Hereticks, and Blafphemers, -who labour 
cunningly to corrupt your fervants, to fleal away thebearos 
of yonr wives and children; to pull many fair feathers 
out of your wings, and to draw Difciples after them, and 
your ftanding steadfaft in the old paths, and walking in 
that good way, ler.6.16. which the Lord Chrift by his 
Apoftles bath prefcribed to the Vniverfall Church; In 
which all the pure primitive Churches of old, and allthe 
beft reformed Churches have walked from the daies of your 
Fathers, untill this day. God hath imabled yon wonder- 
fully by bis grace, to vefiff the fubtle temptations of the 
world and the Devil. I know when yon were courted 
with offers of greatef? honours and priviledees, to with- 
draw yon from your purpofe and refolution, of flaudine 
for the common weal of State and Church, and of fup- 
porting and upholding of tbe props andpibars of this Land, 
whes it trembled, and was "Ah be dißolved, 

I cannot forget that fad time, full of fears and dan. 
gers, when (the chief command of your City, being inthe 
band and power of Malignants, who had alfo a sirone 
faction by which they attempted to overthrow you) it was 
the cpinion and profefion ef fome of the moft faithfull Pa- 
tricts, aud wife members ef Parliament, that wnleffe God 
ard put into your hearts a refolution to fiand up for them, 
they had [mall hope of faving either the Church and King. 
dom from ruine, or cur Religion, Laws, Liberties, and their 
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| ine Epiitle Dedicatory. 
own lives from defiruition ; and in that juncture of time 
he Lord did put fuch a fpirit of courage, fortitude and 
holy zeal into you, who were the main body of tbe City, 
that you Food up, and appeared openly for the werthy Pa. 
trons of your Religion, Laws and Liberties, whereby they 
were animated to proceed vigoreufly in their wonted cout fe 
of juftice, to the terrour and aftenifhment of all the ene. 
mies and difturbers of our peace. After this you have 
been Strongly affaulted by fpirituall wickedneffes divers 
WALES. : 
Firft, by cunning feducers, who ufurping the name and 
outward [hew of rare Saints, have ftollen away the hearts 
af many, and with feigned fanitity and large promifes 
of a pure platform and model of Church-Difcipline and 
perfeit Reformation, according to Chris own inflitution, 
have drawn them into Schifme, and (eparation from their 
own Congregations. Bat you, by your wifdom have quick- 
ly [melled ont their fraud, and van boafling of great 
things, which they can never perform and bring to 
Palle. 
d rendi, yon have been tried, (when Scriptures fail- 
ed them, and favoured not their modell) with bold pre- 
tences of mw lights, which you have fcorned, as wife 
men are wont to (corn, and not vouchfafe to look after thofe 
ignes fatuos, wandring lights and night fires, by which 
fools, who follow themin the dark, are lead into danzer- 
ous pits, boggs, ditches, and downfalls, i 
Thirdly, they have reprefenscd unto you Presbyterian 
Government as a Bugbear, and cruel smon[ler, worfe then 
Popery and Prelacy, unto which if yon [nbmit, you and 
your children aremade faves for ever, tothe Inst of proud, 
peevifh, tyrannicall Priests; And although many cre- 
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The Epiftle Dedicatory. 
dslous fools, and unftable fouls, are hereby terrified and 
skared out of their wits, and run wilde after feverall 
dangerous fects, and know not where to ref: Yet you are 
no fuch flrangers to the Gofpel, mar fo little acquainted 
with the Scriptures of the New Teflament, as to be mo- 
ved with fuch skarecrowes ; but rather by Juch rabid 
railing againfl Government of the Church by Claßicall 
Presbyteries, you have been moved and flirred up (after 
Serious confideration, and con[ultation had with your god. 
ly Paftours, aud Teachers, diligent fearchin 2 of the Scri. 
ptures, and good aflurance of under landing of divine truth 
gained to your felves ) to be more carnet and importa 
mate in promoting that Presbyterian Government, befides 
which there ts no mention of any other in all the writing 
of the Apoftles ; nor any other acknowledged or yecej- 
ved, in any well reformed Churches in all the Chriftian 
world. 


The Apoftolicall Church at Jerufalem, confifting of 


- many thenfands and ten thonfands of beleevers, and fo 


many particular Congregations, was altogether governed 
by the Apoftles and Presbyters, A ffemblies, Synods and 
Presbyteries, as appears, Ad. 11. 30. and 15. 6. and 
21. 18. The Chriftian Church of the Gentiles gathered 
unto Chrift in feverall Nations, Countries and Cities by 
Paul and Barnabas, had every one their Presbyters, or- 
dained to have vule over them in the Lord, Acts 14. 
23. 

e Church of Ephelus, that great City of Afia, had 
alfo divers Presbyters, whom the Hcly Ghoft had made 
overfers to watch in common over it, Aso. 17,28. 
And of them S. Paul (peaks, 1 Tim. 5. 17. faying, 
Let the Elders that rule well, be courted worthy of 


double 


Per The Epiltle Deaicatory. 

double honour. Alfo S. Paul lef Titus is Creer, 
and appointed him to ordain Presbysers in every City, 
and fuch overfeers as were fit to rule the Church, Tit. 
1. 5. Peter and lohn were Presbyters, and called 
shemfelves fo, as they with others governed feverall 
Churches, 1. Pet. 5.1. John 2.1. snd John 3. 1. 
Wherefore, 6 London, thou that haft chofen the beft 
part, rejoice in the Lord thy God, who hath made bis 
glory 10 rife upon thee, and his light to fhine upon thy 
grave Senatours , thy religious Common.Councell , and 
all thy true hearted Citizens; and hath led them into 
shofe wates which be in Chrift , which Saint Paul 
taught every where, and in every. Church, 1 Cor. 4. 
17. For the encouraging of you, worthy Citizens, in 
your conftancy , and for the confirming of them that are 
weak and wavering, I have framed out of the Scri- 
ptures this brief dıfcourfe, concerning thet one uniform 
Church- Gevernment , which Chrift by his Apoftles or- 
damned, and appointed to be fet up in the whole univer- 
fallChurch, and to be obferved in all other Churches, 
members of the univerfall. Here yon bave the Heaven- 
ly patern [badowed out in a (mall compaffe, of that Go- 
vernment , for the eftablifhment whereof in this City 
and Kingdom, you have flood up and appeared openly ar 
feverall times. 1f the Lord be pleafed to bleffe you with: 
courage for bis truth, and with conftancy and perfeve- 
rance till you obtain your defire, which ıs the defire alfo 
of all orthedox faithfull Miniflers in the Land, then 
fhall London be called The City of the Lord, the Zion: 
of the holy ene of VMizcl; And they who defpife her and 
fiand up against ber, to hinder the work of God in her 
hands, (Mall bow down at tbe feles of her fect, and her 
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- enemies (ball lick the duft, 


feet, for they [hall not be afhamed who wait for the Lerd, 
113.49. 23» fs TUR T 
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This is the praier of your fervat in 
the work of the Lord, and humble 
feppliant for your profperity as 


she throne of grace. | 
0 G. W. 
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A Modellofthe Government of the 
Church under the Gofpel, by Presbyters,pro- 


ved out ofthe holy Scriptures, to be that one, 
onely uniform Government of the univerfall 
vifible Church,and of all Nationgll,Pro- 
vinciall, Claflicall and Congrega- 
cionall Churches : which is ac- 
cording to the will and ap- 
pointment of Jefus 
Chrift, 


$e g He holy Scriptures of the New Teftament do fpeak 
2*4 moft plainly of a Church Government, and of ru- 
ling and rulers, which che Lord Jefus Chrift hath 
: appointed tobe in his Church vifible on earth 
aia inthe times under the Gofpel : che patern and 
platform of this Government;together with a commillion to go- 
vern the univerfall Church in all Nations according to it, "he 
gave tohis Apoftles by word of mouth in the time of his lifc 
(as the Gofpel in divers paffages doth teltifie) and after, his paf- 
fion, when he fhewed himfelf alive unto them, and was feen of 
them fourty daies, fpeaking the things pertaining to che King- 
dom of God, 4&.1.3. And that the Apoftles by word and . 
Writing, and by their example and practice, might infallibly 
inftru& all Churches by them, gathered unto him in all Nations, 
and might deliver unto them, fo as they had received from the 
mouth of him the (upream Lord, that one uniform Government: 
He filled them with extraordinary gifts, and fent unto them the 
holy Ghoft,the Comforter, to lead them into all truth, 704.16. 
$3. to teach them all things, and to brine all things to their re- 
membrance, whatfoever “he had faid unto them, Job. 14. 26. 

And that Governihent, which thcy Tx by word and writing 
end 
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and partly by their example and pradtice,did preícribe uniform- 
ly in all Churches, is of divine inftution : and to it all Ortho- 
dox reformed Churches in all the Chriftian world at this day, 
have fubmitted themfelves, acknowledging it to be the onely 
Government Ecclefiafticall which is Jure divino, and by the 
will and appointment of Jefus Chrift. And yet in this unfta- 
ble and wavering ageand generation, and in this unfetled ftate, 
and land full of confufion jas the giddy-headed multitude,which 
arelike clouds without water, carried about with every winde 
of Doctrine, and dream of new lights beginning to appear, do 
callinto queftion the faving do&rines of zternalltruch, and the 
chief Articles of the Chriftian faith, firmly beleeved,conftantly 
profeffed, and never doubted ofby any true Chriftians : So al- 
fo many of the wifelt Statelmen,who are efteemed the pillars of 
the Kingdom, and the ftay of the State, do doubt and make 
queftion, whether there- be any Church Government fare 
Divinoyand by the will and appointment of Jefus Chrift? What 
that Government is ? Who are the Governours? And by what 
rules and laws they ought to govern? And how farre, and in 
what things, matters and cauíes, power is given to them by 
Chrift to rule and govern in the Church ? For the anfwering of 
all fach queftions, and removing of ali {fuch doubts and feruples, 
1 will endeavour, outof love to the truth, and zeal coche honour 
of Chrift, and the advancement of his Kingly power in his 
Church, to lay down {ome furegrounds of Doctrine, gathered 
out of holy Scripture, and proved by clear teftimonies of Gods 
fpirit, fpeaking in the infallible written Word. 
` And firft,I cake this as an undeniable principle, That what- 
foever Chrift hath with hisown mouth commanded, or by his 
fpiric moved his Apoftles to teach by writing and word, or by 
exampleand practice, concerning the well ordering and Go- 
vernment of his Church in. any place, which isas ufcfull in. 
all places, and the reafon ofit(tands firm in all ages, and ic may 
be practifed profitably by ordinary Paftours: Alfo whatfoever 1s 
neceffarily prefuppoled, or included in any thing, which Chritt 
in the Golpel commandeth, ot of neceflity mult follow there- 
upon, is Fere divino, and by the willand appointment of Je- 
tas Chrift. 
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Secondly,becanfe the main queftion which comes tobe zn- 
{wered, upon which all the reft do depend, is, Whetker there be 
any proper and particular Church- Government diftind from 
Civill Government : The anfwer is eafy, and fuchas may fully 
fatisfie any reafonable Chriftian. For firft,in every Nation, 
Kingdom, and ftate wherein Chriftian Religion is publikely and 
generally profcffed , all the people are to be confideted two 
waies. Firft,as menand members of a civill fociety or Com- 
mon Wealth. Secondly,as Chriftian men and members ofthe 
Church, the myfticall body of Chrift. As they are members of 
the Common-wealth, they are to beruled by the laws of men 
which are there in force, and do binde them to obedience in 
temporall things to their Kings and Civill Magiltrates, and to 
gcod erder and behaviour among themfelves, tor che peace and 
fafety of humane fociety, and of the civill State. And this Go- 
vernment may beamong them who are Tarks, Heathens and 
not Chriftians, for itis commonto all men of all Natiens,States 
and Kingdoms. But as they are Chriftians and members of the 
Church, Chrifts myfticall body, fo they are to be governed by 
thelaw of Chrift, which bindes them to the obedience of 
him inall things, which concern their fpirituall eftate, heaven- 
ly life, and bleffednes, and to holy communion among them- 
felves in fpiritusll things. Thefe two States and Governments 
are fo dikinê and different, that either of them may ftand alone 
without the other. There are and have been divers earthly King- 
doms well ordered, and wifely governed in all outward tempo- 
rall things, in which Chrift hath had no Church, neither was 
Chriftianity known or profefled. And again, Chrift bath hada 
Church well governed, and floutifhing in Religion, grace, and 
godlines, when there was no civill Government, King, or Ci- 
vill Magiftrate to help or uphold it, but all fer againft ic, to per- 
fecute, vex, and make havock of it; asit was in the daies of 
Chrift and of his Apoftles, and in divers ages after : And yet 
Chrift was the King, and the Church was his Kingdom in which 
heruled, and is called the Kingdom of God, Marth, 12. 28. 
and that Kingdom of heaven, Matth. 3. 2. & 4.14. Now a 
| Kingdom is not an Anarchy, that is,a confufed multitude with- 
out Government; but 2 Monarchy,in which there is one King 
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who isfupream Governour. And inthe Church, which is Gods 
holy hill, and fpirituall Zion, Chrift alone is the King, P/a/.2.6. 
& Zech.9.9. 70.12.19. and the head, and fole ruler, Mat.2.6. 
Ephef.1.22. and the Government is on his (houlder, Ifa. 9 6. 
He alfo alone is the Lord, and Law-giver, 7/4.33.22. Iam. 4.12. 
and his Word is che law and rule of Government, //4.2.3. yea 
thelaw, and rule by which the fpirit ruleth, Rom.8.2. and to 
which he is limited in moving and working, 04.16.13. 
` 3 Butthat Church-Government may be more clearly and 
diftin&ly underftood : we are further to diftinguifh between 
the fupreme power of Government, which is onely in the 
band of Chrift ; and the delegated power,which he hath given 
to his Minifters, to exercife under hima fubordinate and mi- 
nefteriall Government. 
The füpreme Government which 1s in the hand of Chrift is 
Monarchicall :For to him alone all power is given in heaven 
and in earth, Math. 28.18. and he is {st at Gods right hand, far 
above all principalitie,and power, and might anddominion, and 
every name that is named both in this world, and in that which 
is to come. And God hath put all things under his feet, and gave 
him to be head over all things to the Church which is his bo- 
dy, Ephef: 1.21.22. And this power of Government is proper 
to him, and he referves itto hımfelf, But the fabordinate and 
Minifteriall power of Government, he gave to his Apoftles and 
to their Succeffours, Mark.ı6.15. 7e0.10.21. where he faid, 
As my father hath fent me,fo fend I you, Gointo all tte world, 
and preach the Gofpellto every Creature. And promifed to be 
with them alwayes to the end of the world, Math, 28.20, 
And left any fhould thinke that this rule and Government of 
the Church, was limited to the Apoftles, and wasto dye, and 
and to expire with them: The Scriptures do fully prove, and 
plainly demonftrate, that it was alla by Gods appointment 
imparted to others in the Apoftles dayes, as 1 Car, 12.28, 
where the Apoftle writes, that God hath fet in bis Church, not 
onely Apoftles, Prophets and others of extraordinary gifts; but 
alío teachers, helps, and Governments. And Rom, 12 8, The 
Church iscoippared toa naturall body, and the feverall mem- 
bers thereof, having gifts differing according to the grace that 
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is given them, are commanded to exercife their gifts, and to 
waiton, their feverall offices, as Prophets on prophefying ; 
Minilters on miniftering ; Teachers on teaching, and heshat 
ruleth on ruling with diligence. And 1 Thef. 5.12. thebre- 
thren are intreated to know them that labour anong them 
and ate over them in theLord,and admoni(h them,and to c(teem 
them very highly in love for their works fakes and 1 Tim: 5.1 7.. 
Let the Elders that rule well ( faith the Apoftle ) bz 
counted worthy of double honour ,cfpscially they that labour 
in the word and doétrine:and Heé. 13.7. He inioynes the bre=. 
thren to remember them that have the rule over them: and verf, 
17. to obey them and fubmit themfelves, becaufe they watch 
for their foulcs,as they that mu give account: and verf. 24, he. 
faith, Salute them that have the rule over you. All which: Scri- 
ptures, and many others, wherein. feverall acts of Government 
are commanded to be done by Paftours and overfeers of the 
Charch,other acts of difcipline commended, when they were 
done, and the negle& of them blamed, do proyea Minilteriall. 
Government in the hand of Church rulers Pare divino, and by. 
the appointment of Chrift. 
4. The fubordinate and Minilteriall Government which 
Chrift hath fet up in bis Church, is not Monarchical, as that fue 
reme Government is which he referves to himfelf ; Neither is: 
1t Civil, leftto Civil Magiftrates, who judge and rule over mem 
in Civil Rates, and focieties, and about temporal and worldly 
affaires of this life, fach judging and d.viding our Saviour dif- 
clay med, Luke. 12.14. faying Who made mea judge or a divi- 
der over you? when a man requeíted bim to {peak to his brother 
to divide the inheritance with him. And he told Pilar, that his 
kingdom was not of this world. Jobn. 1 8.36. They wroruleun- 
der him in his Church muft meddle onely with fpiritual things. 
which concerns mens {piritual eftates, and eternal lite and the 
falvation of thcir foules. And they are all equal intitle,bonour 
and office, even Elders, (tewards and difpenfers of holy things.. 
There is no one cheif Lord above the relt in the whole Church 
9n earth, or in any nart thereof, whether National, Provincial 
or Claflical Church, Bat of the Apoftles wao werethe chist Pow 
Goursand rulers in his Church, ne faid, Whofoever willbe great 
b 2 among 
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among you, let him be your minifter, Mach, 20.26, and Luk, 
22.26, Andas Perr received this leffon from his Lord, fohe 
gave charge toall Presbyters of the Ckurch, fellows in the 
Presbytery with himfelf,that they muft take the overfight ofthe 
flock,and not be as Lords over Gods inheritance, but as enfam- 
plestothe flock, 1 Per, 5, 3. The authority and title of Lords 
our Saviour willhave lefttothe Kings and Rulers of ftates and 
Kingdoms on earth, Luk, 22.25, 

5. The Government of this Church which js Ecclefiafticall, 
our Saviour gave in eommon to all his Apoftles, who were 
the Paltoursofthe Church univerfall, and the firft teachers of all 
Nations, who had a charge and-Commiffion from Chrift to ga- 
ther and büild up Churches in al] the world, and to teach 
and inftru&t all people to obferve all things whatfoever he 
had commanded them,as we fec in the Scriptures before named, 
Math, 28. 19.20. Mark. 16, 1 5. Jobs. 20. 23. andin other pla- 
ces, where the exercife of the power of the Keyes of the king- 
dome of heaven, which was given to Peter as the mouth of the 
ret, Math, 16.19. is alfo given in common to them all, as they 
Were the Church reprefentative, aud ftood in the place of all 
Paftours and Teachers to the end of the world. In fo much as if 
any twoortlireeof them were gathered together in his Name, 
he promifed to be in the midft of them, Zar, 18.17.1820, and 
70%. 20.23.And as the Lord Chri gave this power tothe A po- 
itles ; fo they exercifed it fometimes in common all together in 
thegenerall Affembly ofthe Difei ples, Brethren and Elders, as 
A4, 1.15. in the ele&ion ofan Apoftle in theplace of Indas, 
and AA, 6.2. about the election, and Ordination ofthe feven 
Deacons, and AA. 15 6, about the deciding of a great contro- 
verfie concerning Circumcifion and other legall rites not to be 
impofed on the believing Gentiles. And fometimes two or 
three of them,as Peter and John when they were fent to Sama- 
ria to confirme the Church there, 44,814. And Barnabas and 
others who were fent to confirme the firt Church called Chri- 
ftian at Antioch, Ail, 11,22.2 3. And Paul, and Barnabas and 
Silas in ordaining Elders in every Church by them converted 
to Chrift, 4G, 14,23, But yet they altogether, and everie one 
9r tWoby themfelves exercifed, and commended to the Evan- 
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gclifts and Presbyters by them ordained, the lame uniforme go- 
vernment, and the fame way in Chrilt both for Doctrinc and, 
Difcipline. So the great Apoftle of the Gentiles plainly teítifi- - 
eth, 1 Cor. 4 1 7. writing thus, for this cane have I fent to you 
Timotheus, who is my beloved fonne and faithfull in the Lord, 
Who fall bring you into remembrance of my Waies which be 
in (brif, as I teach every where in every Church, and 1 Cor.7. 
17. So ordain ] in all Churches, And he who had the care of 
all the Churches (as he faith, ) 2 Cor, 11.28. keepsthem te 
the lame cullome,as is implied, 2 Co», 11.16. where {peaking 
of new falhions for which fome are ready to contend ‚he faith, 
If any man feem to be contentious, We have no [uch cuftome, 
nor the Churches of God, 

6. Now this minifteriall uniforme government fetled by 
Chrift and his Apoftles in all Churches,Nationall,aná Provinci- 
all, and Clafficall in every Circuit, as it was inthe hands of the 
Paftours,Presbyters and overfeers,fo it was Aciítocraticall. But 
as the whole Church and multitude cf believers bad liberty in: 
ele&ions to nominate fuch as they found moft fit tobe over- 
fcers and officers, and orderly to give their, approbation ofthe 
A&s ofthe Elderfhips, foitis in fomes part Dzmocraticall. As 
we fee in the ele&ion of the Seven Deacons, A, 6, The twelve 
- Apofiles appointed that even men cf honeft report, and full c£ 
the holy Ghoft fhould be ordained. The multitude chofe them, 

e before the Apofiles, who ordained them with 
randimpofition of hands. So alfo A, 15.The Apoltk:s: 
and Elders tame together, to confider of a matter,and to decide. 
| à Controverlie brought unto them from the ChurchofAnti- 
och, verf.6. Peter and James debated the bufineff: and gave 
the fentenec, together with the Elders, and all the brethren,e- 
ven the whole Church approved the fentenes given by James, 
and thereupon a decree was framed in the name of them all, 
verf. 25. And inthe crdaining cf Presbyters ineverie Churchs. 
48,14.23.Asthe Apoítles Past,and Zarnabas with Silis pray =. 
fed and layd on their hands, {o the people holding up their 
bande, approved the cle&icn and ordination, Thefe examples. 
and thefe practices of Church government in Synods and great- 
er Presbyterics performed by men who had received. inftru@i- 
ons. 
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ensfrom Chrifts owne mouth, and were infpired and moved 
there unto by the holy Ghoft, and the reafon of them (till ftand- 
ing in force ¡they do (hew that fuch Syncds and acts of Church- 
Government are according to the will and appointment of 
Chrit and are ufefull and neceflary to the end of the world. 
Andall Churches ought to conferme unto this fpeciall Govern- 
ment, 

Ob. Butfome do obj:A,that the Apoftles were men of ex- 
traordinary gifts and calling, and had an infallible affiliance of 
the holy Ghoft, which‘ did lead them into all truth, and could 
doin their Synods and Affemblies things, which ordinarie Pa- 
fours and teachers cannot do, they could fay;It feemed good 
to the holy Ghoft and to us, and could take upon them the care 
and overfight of all Churches. But now itis well ifone or two 
of the wifelt Minifters can teach Or rule one particular Con- 
gregation;It is too much for them to meddle with the common 
Governmentof many particular Churches, And therefore the 
examples of the Apoftolicall Churches do not binde the Church- 
es of thefe times, 

Anf. Tothis I anfwer, Firít, that it was necefía y, that the 
Apoftlesand Evangelifts (hould be extraordinarily called, infpi- 
red and aflılted by the holy Ghoft, that he might lead them in- 
to all trutb, and call to their remembrance all things whatfoe- 
ver Chrift had taughtthem, and commanded them to bé 
ved in all Churches to the end of the world; oth È 
could not have been the infallible penmen of the Scriptures, 
which are the certain rule both of Doctrine, and D:fcipline, 
Neither could their example and practice have been an heavenly 
paterne of Divine Authority, to all fucceding ages, But after 
the publifhing of the Gofpzlf by them to all the world, and 
their writing ofthe holy Scriptures, and leaving them recorded 
for a fare rule of teaching and ruling to all Chritian Churches, 
there is no more need of any fuch extraordinary calling and 
gifts in their Succeffours,but ordinary Pzftours, and Teachers, 
by the ordinary light and direction of the holy Ghoft, who 
hath made them Overfeers over the Church, may be as able to — 

exercile Difcipline and cenfures, as to preach and propound 
found and faving Do&rine 1n the Church, out of the holy Seri- | 


ptures 
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ptures of the Apoftles,which areas plain a rule,and as certain 2 
direction for ruling as they are for preaching. And to confirm 
us in this aflurance, we have the promife of Chrift, that he will 
be wich his Minilters 1n all ages to theend of the world, as he 
was with his Apoftles, not only in teaching and Baptizing peo- 
ple, buc alfo making chem obfervers of all things wäatlorver he 
had commanded, Matth.28.20, 

Secondly, This objection ıs of no more force againft the imi- 
tation of the Apoftles in their practice, and acts of Church Go- 
vernment in Synods, and greater-Presbyteries : then it isa- 
gainít preaching their doctrine contained in their writings, For 
they were men of extraordinary calling and gifts, in teaching 
as well asin ruling. And if that bea good reafon againft ruling 
after their example : It is foalío againft preaching of the fame 
word and do&rine which they wrote and preached. 

Thirdly, Although the Paftours and Teachers which fucceed 
the Apolties, are unable to work miracles, and to write infalli- 
ble Scriptures, and give unchangeable rules to all Churches, as 
the Apoltles did, becaufe they have not {uch extraordinary gifts 
and calling: Yet in things which are in the power of ordinary 
Presbyters and Paftours, as meeting many together in Synods 
and Presbyteriall Aflemblies, to decide and determine contro- 
verfies,according to the Scriptures, itis a thing as ezfy and ordi- 
nary forthem wherein to imitate them : as for many Lords 
and Commons to meet ina Parliament, to remove grievances 
in the Common- wealth. And certainly fofarre as God makes 
us able," we are bound to follow their practice and exam- 
ples. x 

Fourthly, The more extraordinary gifts that the Apoftles 
had, the lele need they had to meer in Synods ard Aflemblics, 
either all, or divers of them together. Panl and Barnabas 
had an infallible fpirit, and did difpute againft theerrour at 4z- 
tioch,and condemned it by as infallible a fentence,as the Apo- 
filesdid ar Fera/alem, And yet fora paterne to all fucceeding 
Churches, and to make the judgement and determination cf 
more authority in all Churches of beleeving Jews and Gentiles, 
and to fhew the unity of fpirit and uniformity of doctrine and 


| difcipline among them all, an appeal was made toa generall 
C Synod, 
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Synod, of all the Apoftles and Elders at Jerufalem, And — — 
therefore ( the neceflary ufe and reafon of fuch Synods and — 
Clafficall Presbyteris, being ftill the fame in all ages; And 
ordinary Minifters of Chrift having more need of common help 
and affiftance, becaufe many ejes fee more thenone, and many 
heads confulting together, will better {earch out the truth and 
true fenfe of Scripture in doubefull matters, and of great con- 
cernment) The objection doch make more for the confirmation 
of the doctrine, to. wit, that the practice and examples of the 
Apoftles in the manner of governing the Church, is of divine 
authority, and ought to be elteemed the will and appointment 
of Chrift. 

7. Now out of theie points plainly proved by cleer texts of 
holy Scripture ; We may eafıly raifea perfec definition or de- 
fcription of that Government partly Eeclefiafticall,which Chrift 
as King of his Church, hath fetup therein, namely this, That 
itis the exercife of power and authority in matters fpirituall, 
which concern the falvation of fouls ; given by. Chrift to the 
Paítours and Elders of his Church, for the gathering, building 
up, and well ordering of it, and for the perfeéting of the Saints, 
the members thereof. For the confirmation of this definition in 
every part and member of it, we have exprefle words of holy 
Scripture.. : 

Firít, the Commiffion which Chrift the fupream Lord gave 
to his Apoftles, and to their fücceffours in all ages to the end of 
the world, was not only by preaching the Gofpelto make men 
Difciples, but alfo to open the kingdom of Heaven, and by Ba- 
ptifme to admit beleevers and Difciples into it, and to teach 
them to obferve all things, whatfoever he had commanded them, 
AMattb.28.19,20. But tofhut eut unbeleevers as being under 
damnation, and in the kingdom of Satan, Afark. 16. 16. And 
that by this Commiflion not enly power and authority was gi- 
ven them to propound the word by way of doctrine; but allo to 
ufe the red of ditcipline, and to correct and cenfure ail fuch as 
l were offenders, untractable and puffed up: the Apoftle Paul 

fheweth, 1 Cor.4.20,21. Where he faith, that when he cometh 
to Corinth he will know, nor the fpeech of them that are puffed 
up, but the power, For the kingdom of God is not in word, bus 
in. 
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in power, even to ufe the rod of correction, and fharp cenfure, 
as the next- words fhew, viz. What will you? Shall I come to 

^ you with a rod? orinlove, and in thefpiritof meeknes? And 
what this rod is,the next chapter immediatly declares ; in which 
he gives them a charge, In the name of the Lord Jetus Chrift, to 
excommunicate in their folemne Affembly the inceftuous per- 
fon. And 2 Cor.10.8. and Chap.13.10. He doth plainly af- 
firm, that to him and his fellow-Minilters, the Lord bath given 
power and authority even to ufe (harpnelfe, 

Secondly, That this power fs not carnall, nor exercifed a- 
bout worldly matters :but is fpirituall and mighty through God, 
exercifed in pulling down the {trong holds of fin and Satan, caft- 
ing down imaginations, and every high thing which exalteth ic 
felt againft the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought, to the obedience of Chrift ; The Apoftle affirms, 
2 Cor.10.4,5. 

Thirdly, This power and authority is given to be exercifed 
for edification, not for diftruction, as the Apoftle teacheth, 
2 Cor.10.8. & 13.10. even for the perfecting of the Saints, 
and for the edifying of the body of Christ, Ephef.4.12. 

Fourthly, The exercife of this power and authority is uni- 
form, and the waies of it che fame in all Churches: No fupreme 
Magiftrate hath power toalterit, it is not tobe ufurped, nor 
contended for by any to whom God hath nor given abilities, nor 
called thereunto. 1t belongs to the Paftours and Teachers who 
have a call.ng co expound publikely the Word and law of Chrift, 
and co tbeir aliting Elders who are fit to judge accordingly. For 
fuch the Apoftles appointed to be their fucceflours ; and nor civill 
Magiftrates which were not known in the Church, till many 
years after the days of the Apoftles. And to the Apofües and 
their fucceffours the Lord Chrift gave this power to rule his 
Church, and ic continued in their hands in all che Apoítolicall 
Churches : The fame waics which the great Apoltle ot the Gen- 

tiles obferved himfelf,he caught in every Church, every where, 
1 Cor.4 17. and to he ordained in all Churches, 1 Cor.7.17. 
And when any fwerved froin che inltitution et Chrilt in the ule 
of the ordinances, and contended for forms and falhions, diftcr- 
ing from the common rule aud cuítom ; The Apoltle reproved 
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and blamed them, as appears, 1 (or.11.16,17. The Paftours, 
Elders, and Teachers who labour in the Word and Doétrine, 
and watch for the fouls of the people, and by the holy Ghoft are 
made overfeers over the flock, are che Governours, and rule over 
them in the Lord, and they ought to fubmit themfelves to be ru- 
led and guided by them, asbeing the ftewards of Gods houfe, 
his Church, and difpenfers of the myfteries of Chrift, as thefe 
places following do fhew; Ad, 20. 28. Take heed to your 
felves, and to all the flock over tbe which the holy Ghoft bath 
mad: yon over (cers, to feed the Church of God. And 1 Cor.4.1. 
Let aman fo account of ms, as of the Ministers of Christ, and 
ftewards of the nay flevies of God. And 1 Thef.5.12. We befeech 
704, brethren, to know them that labour among you, and are 
over yon in tbe Lord, and admonifb you: And to estee them 
very highly in love for their works fake, And 1 Tim. 5.17. 
Let tbe Elders that rale well, be counted worthy of double hos 
nour, efpecially they who labour in the word and doétrine. And 
Heb.13.7. Remember them Who have the rule over you, Who 
have Spokento you the Word of God: and verl. 17. Obey them 
that have the ruleover you, and fabmit your felves, for they 
watch for your fouls, as they that muft give account. Thele 


and divers other Scriptures do clearly fhew what that Govern-. 


ment is, which Chrift hath appointed in his Church. 

8. The next part to be confidered is, to whom Chrift Jefus 
firt committed this Government, and where he fir fctled it, 
and in what Church, from whence it is derived, propagated. 
and communicated to all other Churches which (hall be 
in all ages. And in this the Gofpell is very clear. For it tells us, 
that he firft and immediately committed itto his Apoftles as 
they were to teachall Nations, and to be the Paftours of the 
univerfall vifible Church. In their hands and in that Church he 
firlt fetled it, for the ufe of all the members thereof, even all Na- 
tionall, Provincial, Clafficall and particular Churches, gather- 
ed by the Gofpell preached in every Nation,Countrey, State, 
City, and: Circuit. That the Lord Chrif, having all powerin 
Heaven, and earth given unto him, did give Authority to the 


Apoliles to preach the Gofpell to all Nations, to baptize them, * 


and to teceh them to obferve all things, whatfoever he had 
commanded. 
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commanded them, I have before (hewed out ofthe Gofpell, 
Math, 28.19.:0. That he gavetothem the keyes of the King- 
dom of Heaven,and power to open and (hut, to binde and lofe, 
to remit and retaine fias, it is manifelt, Math. 16.19. Whera 
he faid to Perer,(when he anfwered in the name, and as the 
mouth of all the reft, Thou art Chrift the Son ofthe living 
God.) will give to thee the keyesof the Kingdome of Heaven, and 
What/oever thon bindeft one earth, Jhal be bound in beaven, and 
whatfoever thou fhalt lofe on earth fall be lofed in heaven: and 
Math. 18.18. where he gave the lame power to themalla- 
gaine: and Zohn. 20.23, Whofefoever fins ye remit, they are ren 
mittedto them , and whofefoevsr fins ye retaine, they are retained, 
And that they ordained Presbyters, Bifhops, Paftours and 
Teachers in the name of Chri(t, and by the Authority which he 
gave them, it appeares, Ad. 14.23. where itis written that 
Paul and Barnabas ordained Presbyters in every Church of the 
converted Gentiles:and A&F. 20.28. where Pan! admonitheth 
the Presbyters whom hehad ordained in the Church of £ phe- 
fi, to take heed to the flock over which the holy Ghoft had 
made them Bifhops, that is overfeers, And they appointed the 
fame order and forme of Government in all Nationall and Pro- 
vinciall Churches, and in every Claflis and particular Congre- 
gation, as in Judea and Lerufalem, lo in Corinth, Ephefus, eA fia, 
alatia, Macedonia, Creet and the reft, as divers Scriptures, 
( befides thofe before named, 1 Cor. 4.17. and 2 Cor, 10,8, 
and 13.10.) do abundantly teftifie, as Ephef. 4.12. where Pa- 
ftours and Teachers,as wellas Apoftles, are faid to be given by 
Chrift, for the perfe&ing of the Saints, for the worke of the 
Miniftery, and for the edifying of the body of Chrift: and 
1 Theff. 5.12. where he mentioneth fome who laboured among 
them, and were over them in the Lord, and AA. 15.6. where 
wercadof a generall affemblie of Apoltles and Presbyters ga- 
thered to confider a great matter and to decide a controver'te, 
and fend out their decree to all Churches, and 1 Tim. 3.1.2. &c. 
where the office of a Bifhop, that is a Paltour or overteer,is 
commended for a good worke, and the qualification and ordi- 
nation of fuch after triall and examination is defcribed, as alfo 
of Deacons. and 1 Tim, 5.17. "e mention is made of ruling 
« 3 by 
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by Elders, and by them who labour in the Word and Doctrine: 
and verf, 22. ofordaining by laying on of hands sand alfo Chap. 
4.14. And Tir, 1.5. and 1 Pet, 5,1.2,and James 5.14, where 
Elders of the Church and their worke and behaviour is pre- 
feribed. In all thefe places we have Church Government fee 
forth in Presbyteries, and in the hands of Presbyters, and Pref- 
byteriall Bilhops, Paftours and Teachers lawfully called, and 
upon due triall ordained by impofition of hands, as being that 
Government appointed by Chrift,and obferved in all Churches. 
Butof no other forme of Government do we read in any wri- 
tings of the Apoltles and Evangelifts in the New Teftament. 
For as there is but one God and Father of all, and ons Lord Tee 
fus Chrift, and one faith, one Baptifme and one whole univer- 
fall Church, which is but one body, moved and informed by one 
Spirit,1 Cor, 8.5.and Ephef. 4.4 5. So every member of this 
one body in every Nation, City and Countrey, and every Con- 
gregation of Chriftians,wbether Jewes or Gentiles, is informe 
ed,moved and guided by that on: fpirit,asthe Apoftle teftificch, 
Rom. 12.5. and 1 Cor. 12,12.13. as Paftours and Teachers: 
fo alfo governments are fet inthe Church by God, and the fpi- 
rit diftributeth gifts to them as hehimfelfe will, x (er. 12.11. 
and 28. And there is but one law to all, whichis the werd of 
God, which is called the law of Chrift, Gal. 6.2. and the law of 
the fpiri of life, Rom, 8.2. becaufe the fpirit fpeakes to pone,rízi- 
therdoth move or guide any Chriftian but by this word and 
law of Chrilt, John. 16.13.14. (as was before (hewed ( What 
Church foever doth fwerve or decline in any materiall or fub- 
ftanifall point of Doctrine or Difcipline ftom that one law, and 
rule of Chrift, which is the heavenly paterne (hewed to us in 
the Scriptures,ssthe Paterne of the Tabernacle was fhewed to 
Mofes in the mount, Exod, 25.40. That Church comes fo 
much (hort of Apoftolicall perfe&ion, and bath in it too much 

mixture of bumans policy and infirmity, Whatfosver new 
light, proud, vaine, foolifh and fanatical] perfons may pretend : 
all luund and ftable Chriftians both ought, end willlooketo 
the law, andto the teftimony of Chrift ; and if any [peake not 
according to this word,st 13 becanfe there 33 no light in them, J/a, 8, 
30, Inreipeät of this our uniforme Government by one law the 
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word of Chrift, and one fpirit, the foule and life of the whole 
vifisle Church, it is a body uniforme, bewogeneal and fimilar. And 

. gs in all naturall uniforme bodies, every part hath the fame name 
withthe whole, as every particular part ofaire is called aire, 
and every river, fountaine and drop of water is,water and is fo 
called,as well as the whole element : Even fo every National], 
Provinciall, Clafficall and particular congregation in every Na- 
tion, City, and circuit, is a Church and is fo called, as the 
Church of J#dea, AG, 11.22.26, the Church of eAntioch, AG. 
13.1.the Churchof Corinth, x Cor. 1.3. andof Thefalonica, 
I Tkef.1.1.andthe Churches of Galatia, Gal, 1.2. yea and the 
particular Congregation in the honfe of e4guila, asd"Prifcil- 
la,Rom, 16,15. and 1 (or. 16,19. and inthe houfe of Nyme- 
phas, Coleff. 4.15. and of Philemon,verf, 2, are every one called 
the Church, as well as the univerfall body is called the Charch, 
Math, 16.18. Epbef. 3.22. ) 0/0]. 1. 34. and 1 Tim. 3.15. 

9. Theprincipall parts of this Government of Chrift which 
allwayes ought to go together, and arc infeparable in every 
well ordered and conftituted Church, are twe. Firft, Doctrine, 
which the Apoftle calls J:Zezxaaizv. Secondly ,Oifcipline, 
which he calls 22+y70,trarcedorio xu rudsiar. 2 Tim, 3.16, 
which our Saviour in allufion to other Scriptures, calls the keyes 
ofthe Kingdome of heaven, Math, 16.19. Foras keyes do open 
andfhut the doore of an houfe :fo do both Ds@rinc, and Dif 
cipline open and fhut the Kingdome of heaven, Chrift his true 
Church. They open tt to believers, and to humble and pani- 
tent perfons ; and [hut it againft unbelievers, and fesndalous 
obftinat finners,who continue in their impenitency after con- 
vi&ion. And for this cauís our Saviour calls Do@rine and 
Teaching by expounding that word and law aright, the key of 
knowledge, Math, 23.13.and Difcipline he calls the key of Da- 
vid, Revel. 3.7. alluding to the words of the prophet Jfa. 22.22. 
where the Lord faith, that pe Will lay the key of the houfe of Da» 
vid upon tbe fhoulder of Eliakim, fo he fhall open, and none [ball faut, 
and he fhall fout, and none fhall open, that is, I will commit the 
Government into his hands ( as the words before (hew ) to 
sule the honfe of jada asa Father. The preachers of the word 
by convincing Doctrine do wound the wicked, and are faid to 
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root out, topall, and throw down, and to deftroy, Jet. 1.10» 
‚Yeaand to torment the world, to {mite the earth with plagues, 
and to fhut heaven, Revel. 11. 6,10. And by the converting 
word of the Gofpel, and the miniftery of reconciliation, to heal - 
the broken in heart, to open the prifons, and to fet captives at 
liberty, /2.61.1. And to build and to plant, Jer. 1.10. And to 
open the right way into the fheepfold, Joh,10.16. The key of dif- 
cipline alfo doth by cenfures,which are according to the infalli- 
ble Word of God,fhut cu: ignorant and fcandalous perfons from 
Communion with the children of the Kingdom, purgeth out the 
old leaven, and fo bindeth the obftinate, that they are bound in 
heaven, Matth.18.18 & 1 Cor.5.7,13. But by declaring in the 
name and word of Chrift abfoluiion and remiflion of fins to 
perfons penitent, itopens the door of the Kingdom, and re- 
ceives into Chriíts (heepfold fuch as are brought back from go- 
ing aftray, and lofeth fuch as are bound, 2 (ér.2.10. The ex- 
ercife of the power of thefe two keys, confifts in divers publike 
acts done with authority, by commiflion from Chrift. Firft, 
the main act of doctrine is preaching the Word, as the mouth of 
God to the people, and applying it fitly مع‎ all forts of perfons, 
inftructing the ignorant, dilcoveringro them the corruption of 
their nature by which they are Children of wrath, Epk.2.1,2,3, 
and fo humbling them in their own eyes, driving them out of 
themíelves, drawing them to Chriftby che promifes of the Go- 
(pel, wooing them, and as Ambaffadours for Chrift, praying 
them in Chrifts ftead to be reconciled unto God; 2 Cer. 5. 29, 
and efpoufing them to Chrift, 2 Cor. 11.2. And on the other 
fide,reproving, rebuking, and admonifhing wich authority, as 
mellengers of God, all linnersand tranfgreflours, 2 Tim. 4. 2. 
& Tir.1.13. Threatning and denouncing judgements, hell, and 
damnation againft all thataze hard hearted and impenitent, as 
the Apoftles did, 46.8.23: and 13.10. Rom. 2.1,2,5+ 1 Cer. 
6 9. Heb. 20. 26,29. Iam.5.1. 2 Pet.2.13. Inde verf. 4.11, 

14, Te 
Thefe acts of doctrine private Chriftians may perform mu- 
tually among themfelves, andaccording to the meafure of grace, 
Which God hath deftributed to every one, they are in brotherly 
duty, and in Chriftian zeal and charity, bound to perform them 
| privately, 
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privately. But publike Minifters only, called of God, and fent 
to preach,can do them with power and authority,as Gods mouth, 
and Chrifts Ambafladours : and their word is tobe received as 
the Word of God, 1 Thef.2.13. and as a meflage from heaven, 
with fear, reverence, and trembling, 1/4.66.5. 

The acts of difcipline which are to be performed by Gods Mi- 
nifters alío, not as preachers in the pulpit before all thé Cengre- 
gation, but as Presbyters in the Confiltory,are divers. 

Firft receiving accufations before witnelles, 1 Tim.5.19. 

Secondly, publike admonition, and perfonall reproof, and 
rebuke of fuch as are convicted of offence and fcandall, by two 
or three witnefles, 176m.5.20. Tir.3.10. y 

Thirdly, after admonition condemned and fcorned, and che 
authority of the Elderfhip deipifed and (leighted, chefe (corners 
are to be refufed and rejected, Tir, 3. 10. which cannot be, if 
they be admitted to the holy Communion. The Apoßle injoins 
every faichfull Minifter to withdraw himfelf from perverfe per- 
fons of corrupt mindes, 1 71.6.5. And he commands the bre- 
thren in the name of the Lord Jefus Chrift, that they withdraw 
themfelves, from every brother that walketh diforderly, 2 Thef: 
3.6. Certainly he is blinde, and hath theeye of his reaíon put 
out, who doth not in thefe forenamed places fee and underítand, 
that all fcandalous, perverfe and ftubborn perfons are by the 
Commandemert of Chrift,which is 75: divinum, to be refufed, 
and not admitted into holy Communion, which is E xcommnni- 
catio minor, that is,lefler excommunication, 

The fourth a& of difcipline is,the cenfure of the greater Ex- 
communication,which is the urmoft cenfure of a Church mem- 
ber, even cafting him out of Church communion for his obfti- 
nacy in his Ícandalous fins, and refufing to hear, and obey the 
Church. After this fentence given agaın!t any perfon, he is in 
our Saviours phrafe to be efteemed as an heathen man, who is 
no member of che Church for the prefent, but (hut out of Gods 
Kingdom, and inthe Apoftles phrale he is delivered to Satan, 
and taken captive by the Devil, and held in his (nare) 2 Tim. 
7.26, 

This cenfure is according to the will,and by the appointment 


of Jelus Chrift, Matrh,18.17. Where he faith of him wko will 
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got hear nor obey the Church. Let himbe to thee at an heathen 
aud as a Publican. The Apoftle inthe name ofthe Lord Jefus 
Chrift, commanded the Elders of the Churchof Corinth by 
this cenfure, and wich the power of the Lord Jefus Chrift to pro- 
ceed againft che inccftuous perfon,to put him away from among 
them, and todiliver him unto Satan 1 Cor.5,5,13. And he 
himfelf delivered unto Satan Hymenems and Alexander, 1 Tim. 
1.20. And thele acts of difcipline are not punifhments of re- 
venge, not execution of Jüftice ina rigid fenfe; but Medicinal 
corrections of mercy, and fatherly chaftifements laid on the 
perfon cenfured, notin hatred to hurt him, nor in rigour to fa- 
tisfic the law: Burin love, hope, defire, and godly zeal for a 
three-fold end and ufe. 

Firft, For the mortification, humiliation, and. repentance of 
the obitinace finner, that he may be made fenfible ofhis danger,. 
and afhamed of his Gn, and heartily forrowfull for it,. and full 
of contrition this is intimated by the Apoftle, where he faith, 
char delivering unto Satan, is for the deftru&ion of the flefh, 
(chat is flefhly corruption by mortification) that che {piric may 
be faved in the day of the Lord Jetus, 1 Cor.5.5. & 1 Tim. 1.20. 
he faith that he delivered unto Satan Hymeneus and Alexander, 
that they might learn not co blafpheme, and 2 The/3.14. 

Secondly, For the preferving of the body and the rett of the 
members from infection, for obftinate fcandalous finners will 
infect others: this the Apoltle fheweth, 1 Cor.5.6,7. Sayings, 
Know ye not that alittle leaven leaveneth the whole Lump 8 
parge out therefore tbe old leaven.. 

Thirdly, For vindicating the Churchand Chriftian Religion 
from reproach and fcandall, and all fhew and appearance of: 
countenancing and cherifhing vile fin.and wickednes, which 
will raife an ili report commonly, that Chriftian Religion is. 
Worfe then Gentiliimesand tolerars (ins, the names of waich are: 
loathed among civill heathen.. This the Apoftle implies, 1. Cor. 
5. 1. laying, lt s commonly reported, that there is fornication 
among yon, È fuch fornication as is nor fo much as named Among 
2e Gentiles, And certainly the Jews who were, according to 
to their law, fo {trict in keeping from che Paffeover, all fuch as 
had any nacleanaes on them, might july reproach Chriftiaus,, 
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# they fhobld admit fcandalous finners fpiritually leprous and 
unclean to the Lords Supper, and into holy communion with 
them, and not caft them out. 

There is befides thofe cenfures before named, another molt 
dreadfull cenfure mentioned in Scripture,and called by thename 
of Anathema Maranatha, that is, che curfed untill che Lord 
cometh, x Cor.16.22. This is a curle which thé Church denoun- 
ceth againft defperate back-fliders, and Apoftates, who after il- 
lumination, profeffion of love to Chrift, anda talte of the good 
Word of God, and of the power of the world docome, do fin 
againft the holy Ghoft, and fall away into hatred and defpight 
againft the truth, of which the fpirit hath convinced their con- 
fciences, into malignant perfecution of all erue godlines, and in- 
toan itnpoffibility of being renewed by repentance, He£ 6.4. 
This ceníure (to {peak no more of it) is a fentenceand judgement 
ofthe Church, declaring and pronouncing, that fuch períons 
are reprobates and defperate enemies of God, finally accurled, 
palt hope of recovery,given up to the judgement of the laft day, 
When the Lord fhall come to render vengeance in flaming fire, to 
all chem that hate him, and that they are to be fhunned and ab- 
horred as fire. brands of hell. Of thiscurfe we have divers ex- 
amples in Scripture, as chat which God laid upon Cain, G:r.4. 
That which Enoch denounced againft the old world, of which 
Fade in his Epiltle makes mention, verf.14. Thatof Davida- 
gainft Doeg and other enemies,and againft che traitour Fadas, 
Pfal.ıc9. and that wherewith the Lord curfed the reprobate 
Jews, when he forbad the Prophet feremy,to pray for them fer. 
7.16. & 11.14. & 14.11. For there isa fin unto death, namely 
the fin of Apoftafy, and rebellion againft the light, not to be 
prayed for, as S. Zohn faith,1 Joh. 5.16. f 

Befides thefe acts of Government before named, we read of 
three others. 

The firit is,Ordination of Minifters, which properly belongs 
to the preaching Presbytets,who are to examine chem, try their 
gifts, and inquire into their lives firk, and after proof made of... 
their abilities, and godly converlation, to ordain them wich 
praier and impofition of hands : of chis we read, كمه‎ 6 13. 2,3. 
1 71m.3.2,3:4, Cc. & 1 Tim 4.14. & 5.22. 711.5. 
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The fecond is,Choofing and appointing of Church Officers,this 
is the common act of che whole Elderfhip, together with the 
people,as appears, AEL.6.3,5. & 48.14.23. 

The third is,Setting of things in good order, and appointing 
that all things be done decently and in order in the Church : this 
Paul injoined the Elders of Corinth to do, 1 Cor.14.40. and 
hepromifed to affift chem therein, 1 Cer.11.34. and laid this 
charge on Titus, T it. 1.5. 

From this difcourfe framed out of che infallible Word of God, 
and exprefle teftimonies of holy Scriptures, divers Corollaries 
and neceffary conclufions do iflue,which remove the doubts, and 
anfwer the queftions, which doubting fcrupulous perfons (hall 
propound concerning Church-Government, whether it be in. 
Whole, or part Jure divino, and by the will and appointment. 
of Jefus Chrift. - 

1. Concluf, That there is one uniform Government in the 
whole univerfall Church, and in every part thereof ure divino, 
and by the will and appointment of Jefus Chrift, which ought 
to be obíerved in all National, Provinciall,Clafficalland Congre- 
gationall Churches,as they are parts and members of the Church 
univerfall, which is the myfticall body of Chrift. Proved, Se- 
ction 3. and 5. and 6. and 8. 

2. Asthereis but ene law to all Chriftians,even the Word of 
God, which is the perfect rule of Government in all Orthodox, 
and well conftituted Churches : So ought the Government to be 
one, and the fame in them all among themíelves,. and in every 
particular Congregation. Proved 5257.8. 
` 8. Thefüpream Magiftracy in every Nation, Countrey, and 
State, being Chriltians,is in duty bound to be as a nurfing father 
tothe Church of Chrift, to fet up and maintain Preachers, who. 
may by preaching the Gofpel, gather their people and fubjects in- 
to Congregations, and let up Elders in every one according to. 
the Word of God; And parochiall, or parcicular Congregati- 
ons fo gathered, and Elderfhips fer upin them by the dictate 
and direction of Chriftare Jure divino: The appointment of the 
Civill Mag.ftrate is onely a civill fanction, it doth not make 
them to be Zare divino. Proved Sek. 3. and 4. 

4. Though all Nationall Churches rightly conftituted, and, 
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formed according to the Scriptures, are of equall authority, not 
any one füperiour to another ; and likewife all Provincial, Claf- 
ficall and Parochiall Churches alike well formed, are equall : 
No Provinciall fuperiour to another Provinciall : Norany Claf- 
ficall Elderfhip to another Claflicall; Yet the deciding of a con- 
troverfy in point of Doctrine, or any fentence, or cenfure iffu- 
ing out, and publifhed from a greater Aflembly or Elderfhip,as 
from a Nationall, Provinciall, or Clafficall, is generally of 
more authority, and more tobe refpected in all Churches, then 
the fame fentence and determination proceeding from the Elder- 
fhip of a leffer or particular Congregation, as we fee, A. 15. 
Where the decree of the Apoftles and Eldersin a Nationall, or 
rather Oecumenicall Synod at Jerufalem, was of more authori- 
ty in all Chriftian Churches, then if it had proceeded from the 
Elderfhip of Ar:soch, in which were Pas and Barnabas, the 
two great Apoftles of the Gentiles, who were able to decree in- 
fallibly che fame things, and appealed to Jerufalem not to learn, 
but to make their doctrine of more authority, as appears, Gal.2. - 
2.6. Proved Seéi.s5. 6. 

$. All Elderfhips confifting of preaching Presbyters and o- 
ther Elders who do rule well, and all the members of fuch El- 
derfhips are Pure Divino, and by the will and appointment of 

efus Chrift, 1 Tim, 5.17. and the ads of Government done 
by afliting Elde:s,together with preaching Presbyters,whoby 
their office and calling have authority and ability to cxpound 
the word and law, the infallible rule of Government, are cer- 
tainly according to the will and appointment of Chrift, 
and being conformed to the rule, are ratified in heaven. 
Math. 13.18. 

6. All fuperiour Elder(hips and greater Affemblies, whether 
Nationall, Provinciall or Claflicall, conüfting of preaching 
Presbyters,fucecffours of the Apoftles and Evangelifts, and of 
other affifting Church Elders, who are chofen members ofthe 
unıverfall Church, uoto the common Paftours, whereof the 
Apoftles,Chrift immediatly committed the Government of the 
whole Church, and by them to the Presbyters, Who do fuccced. 
them in feverall Nations, Provinces, Cities and circuits , are by 


the fuperion: Affemblies and Synods held by the Apoftles. and 
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Elders gathered together at Terufalem about matter of greater 
concernment 42.6.2, and 15.6, and 21.18, warranted, and 
declared tobe fare Divino, and by the will and appointment 
of Jefus Chrift, Proved Se@, 8, 
_ 7. The Appeals from Congregational Elderthipsto Claf- 
ficall, and from Clafficall to Provinciall and Nationall, areby 
the Appeal; of the Church Presoyters, and the two great A- 
poltles Pan! and Barnabas at «Antioch to the high Synod at 
Jern[alem, warranted and demonftrated to be lave Divine, and 
by the will and appointment of Jefus Chrift ; and their pow- 
ers alfo. 

$. Occumenicallor univerfall Affzmblies, confifting of P1- 
ftours and Elders chofen out of all true Orthodox Chriftian 
Churches, and fent as delegates from every Nationall Church, 
ate warranted by that Synod at Jerzfa/ess, At, 1$, In. which 
the Apoftles there refiding together with the two great Pa- 
ftoursofallthe Churches of the Gentiles, Pal and Barnabas, 
and the Elders in Zerafalem, and delegates trom Antiochia, 
Syria, and Çilicia, were aflembled to decide a Controverfie, 
which concerned theuniverfall Church of Chrift ; And cannot 
with any good reafon be denyed to be ure Divino, and by the 
will and appointment of Jefus Chrift, L 

9. Though notorious fcandalous offences, for which perfons 
thereof guilty, are to be kept ftom the Sacrament of the Lords 
fupper, untill they profefle repentance, and promife amerd- 
ment, arc eafie to be difcerned, and noted by the generall mul- 
titude, who may privatly judge them to be fuch: Yet the Lord 
Chrift in his word, gives power And authority to none, by ver- 
tue of their office and calling, to judge, and declare by publike 
fentence, what feandelous offences ars worthy of fucha cen- 
fare, and to keepe perfons guilty of them from the holy Com- 
munion ; But onely Elder(hips Congregationall, Clafficall or 
others meerely Ecclefiafticall, in which there ate preaching ` 
Presbyters, who are able, and have a publike calling from 
Chrift, to expound the word of God, which is the law and rule 
by which fcandalous Ginnes muft be judged, and cenfüres given 
and executed, For on their perfons, and confciences, the fcan- 
dall, and guilt will lye heavy, ifthey profane the holy Sacra- 
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mentby givingit wittingly to fuch as will eat and drinke un- 
worthily and be guilty ofthe body and blood of Chrift. 1 Cor. 
41.17. Proved fect. 3.and 5. i 

IO. There are certain particular rules (asthe Scriptures ci- 
ted in this foregoing difcourfs, and divers others do (hew ): 
fome openly expreffed in the word of God ; othersby neceflary 
confequence from thence didu&ed, which fufficiently direct 
all Elderfhips, and all perfons, who are Elders in them, in the 
exercife of the power Ecclefiaflicall before mentioned, and in 
performing all neceflary acts of Church Government, as recei- 
ving accufatiens, publike admonition ‚reproofe, rebuke, refufing, 
to communicate with, or to admit to the holy Communion fin- 
ners convicted of fcandalous fins, and perfifting therein without 
repentance, Excommunication, and cafting out of the Church 
them whorefufe to be afhamed and reclaimed by the former 
meanes ufed ; and continue in contumacie, difobedience, {corne 
and contempt of the Churches iudgement, and proceeding 
with them in the Name, and by the Power of the Lord T«fus. 
Chrift, Proved Se&. 9. 

11. Although the Scriptures give great power to Chriftian: 
Kings, and Supreme Magiftrates over the Church of God in 
their dominions,.and the civill Government thereof isin their. 
hands. And all Chriftians, and Ecclefiafticall perfons of all or- 
ders, and degrees are bound in Civill matters to be fudje@ tc. 
them, and to obey and bonour them, Rom, 13.1. Tit. 3. 1. and Pen. 
2.13. And as nurfing fathers to the Church, Ifa, 49.23. they 
have the power which David, Solomon, eAfa, Ichofhaphat, He. 
zekiah, and Jofiah exerciled in purging and reforming the: 
Church, in commanding Minilters of the word, and Church 
officers to execute their offices faithfully ;in puni(hing with. 
Civill cenfures, and dcpofing fuch as are fcandalous and incor. 
tigible; in providing maintenance and fetting up able Mini- 
(ters to teach, and in(tra& their fübj :&s, and allotting Gods 
portion to maintain his worfhip, and fervice in his Church ; in: 
granting liberty to all to profefl: true Chriftian religion, and 
to make lawes for the puni(hing and reftrainiog of wicked pro- 
fane perfons from di(turbing their people in the holy fervice of 
God: Yet fecing the exercife of Government meerly Ecclefi- 
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afticall, and the adminiftration of holy ordinances is by Chrift | 
committed to the Apoftles, and their fuccefíours, Paftours, 
Teachers, and Church officers, with promife to be with them — 
tothe end of the world: And the office and authority of ex- 
pounding the word, which is the law and rule of Ecclefiafti- 
call Government, is left in their hands, wi hout mention of Ci- 
vill magiftracie, which neither then was Chriltian, nor for ma- 
ny ages after, and yet the Church was well Governed, encrea- 
{zd mightily and flourifhed in all piety, religion and godlineffe. 
Therefore the fupreme Magiftracic 1s not allowed, nor war- 
ranted by Scripture, but excluded from intruding into the ad- 
miniftration of holy Church ordinances, and mutt leave the | 
power of judging and determining of all things which con- 
cerne the publike worfhip and fervice of God to the infallible 
word of Chrift, the holy Scriptures, and to thofe who are by | 
God fet apart, and furnifhed with gifts, and abilities, and or- 
dained according to Chris inítitutien unto the office of ex- 
pounding thé word and miniftring in all boly things in the - 
Church the honfe of God, of which they are Rewards, officers 
and Minilters, Proved Sect, 3. and 5. 
I2. Church: Difcipline without found Doctrine is a body 
without a foule; The key of Doétrincis the foul, life, guid, and 
direction of Difdiplinz,and thofe two keys of the Kingdome of 
Heaven are infeparably tyed together, and committed by 
Chrift to the fame hands. Difcipline hath no power, nor au- 
thority over the confcience,but from the word rightly applyed. 
They who are bound and loofcd on earth, according to the in- 
fallible word, are alfo bound and loofed in-heaven: And Cen- 
fures erring from the word are void 1n heaven. Sect. 9. 
13.Civill Magiftrates,& other grave, godly, wife and difcreet 
men,are not excluded, but may be chofen aliting Church Elders, 
and together with preaching Presbyters may rule and Govern 
in tbofe Elder(hips, whereof they are Elders, and have power | 
and authority by the word cf God to judge and determines in | 
the Presbytery together with the Paítours ( and not otherwife ) 
who are fcandalous oF:nders,un worthy forthe prefent to bead- 
mitted to the Lords table, For the word expounded by Mi=- _ 
nifters thereunto lawfully called, is the law and perfe& 
rule 
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rule of all ads of Church Gevernment and Eenfüres. 
14. Provifion of Commiffioners who are no Church Elders; 
and who are authorifed onely by the Civill Magiftracy to judge 
who are fcandalous offenders, not fit to receive the holy Sacra- 
ment, is in the judgement ofthe belt Divines of the reformed. 
Churches, and appeares by Scriptures before alledged, to be a 
meere invention of humane policie, which bath no example 
or warrant in Gods word, and a manifeft ufurpation, and gi- 
ving of that power to others, which Chrift hath appropriated 
tothe Apoftlesand Presbyters of his Church, and fo is contra- 
ry to the will and appointment of Jefus Chrift, Godly mini- 
fers generally are of this judgement, that their approving and 
yeclding to the praétice thereof, is a breach of the Nationall 
league and Covenant. King Uzziah was plagued by Ged with 
an incurable leproGie, for medling in the adminiftration of holy 
ordinances, and in fo doing his heart was lifted up to bis de- 
ftru&ion, and he tranfgrefled againít the Lord his God 2 Chron. 
26.16. In many men, who highly applaud, extol!, and vehe- 
mently urge this new device and practice, it favours too much 
of fcorne, contempt, envy and a moft uncharitable opinion 
conceived again(t the godly, learned, faithfull Minifters of 
Chrift, and watchfull Paftoursof his Church, and brands both 
them and all thofe who are to be fet up hereafter in all places . 
of the land, ( ifthe godly reformation defired, be really inten» 
ded, and fincerely profecuted ) wich infufficiency, and want ` 
of grace to do the worke unto which God hath called them, 
It fecines to call in queftion the faithfullneffs of Chrift, who 

"hath promifed to be wi:h them allwayes even unto the end of 
the world, Math. 28.20. Many wife and godly people hold it 
à cérverfe imagination, and a thing unreafonableto thinke, that 

"wife, difcreet and godly men, being chof:n Elders of tbe 
Church, and joyned in Eldet(hips with learned and faithful 
Minifters, who can expound the word, and give them the 
true fenfe of the law of Chrift, Mall or will not be more able to 
Judge of fcandalls, and what perfons are fic or unfit to be ad- 
mitted to the Lords Supper, then the fame perfons being co n- 
miffioners by themfelves. As if Chrift were not able, ready, 
and willing to give grace and affi(tance to them which are his 
chofen fervants, and minifters cf his Church in things fpiritu- 
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the fole power thercof into the hands of عامط‎ who commonly 
hated true godlines, and either careleffly, or corruptly, and of 
purpofe admitted vile unworthy perfons into the holy calling 
ofthe Miniftry, who were either unlearned and not gifted; ot 
if learned, and men of parts, were vicious, men of corrupt minde, 
roneand krong to do mifcheif? | | 

Thirdly, the fupreme Magiftracy by robbing the greatelt 

part of pari(h Churches, and felling away all impropriat Bene- 
tices to the Nobility and Gentrie,and they covetoufly retain- - 
ing them in their pofl:ffion, have made the Churches and Mi- 
niftery bafe, contemptible, and beggerly, And — - 

La(tly it feemes to rcz& upon the fupreme Magiftracy in 
ehefe.dayes, That there is fach afcarcity of profitable preachers, 
and that many Congregations are wholly unprovided, and o- 
thers are out of neceffity forced to content themfelves with 
foule-ftarving fhepherds, and many young men, of learning, and 
of hopefull gifts, finding no lawfull way of entering into the 
Miniftery,and terrified with the intolerable taxes, and other 
great grievances, and difcouragments under which many Mi- 
nilters of great worth do lye groaning, are moved to withdraw 
their mindes from the ftudy of Divinity, and betake themfelves 
to other callings. This certainly is not the fault cf the learned 
Presbyters of this time, who carneftly defire, and have p itis 
oned for liberty by the civill fan&iop, to joyne together in 

` Claflicall Presbyteries, aud to ordaine Miniiters, according to 
the advice of the Reverend Affzmbly, and the rules by thet 
ther:d out of Gods boly word, It remaiaes therefore, that We 
and all the godly in the land, do cry mighuly unto God in d: 
]y prayer, that he would pour ont bis fpirit upon thehi 
Court of Parliament, and incline the heart of the fupreme Ma- 
giftracy to yeeld to the petitions and importunity of the City, 
ofthe A ffembly, and ofthe Minifters of the Countrey ; and to be 
ic ttcated in fo neceffary, pious, profitable and religious a requeft, 
fo eafily granted, to fatisfie the longing defires, and hungring, 
and thitfting foules of all godly people, that they and we may 
rejoyce together in the Lord, and may blefl his holy name, fot 
the abundance of po:ce extended to us like a river, and th 
Lord Chrift may be oar King, and his Nameone in all the thre 
Kingdomes. 
| T Jo MSN 


we will hear thze again of this matter. Howbeit certain men 
clave unto him, and believed, crc. We doubt not but 
there are many within the Province; whofe hearts she 
Lord will open,to attend to what is here faid. Our defire is 
to do good unto all, even unto thofe that are our grea- 
teft adverfaries;and not to be overcome of evil,but to over- 
come evil with good. Yfthey mock at us (asthey did at 
Paulyyer furely, Our Fudgment is with the Lerd, and ofr 
work with our God; He that is filthy, let him be filthy stili و‎ 

| and he that is unjuft let him be anjuft fill: But we hope 
betterthings of you, thät have fübmitted to the Pref- 
byterian-Government.-For whom we play, That the 
God ef peace that brought again from the dead our Lord Je- 
fus Chrift, that great Shepherd of his fheep, thronghthe - 
bloud of the everlasting Covenant, would make you 7 
in every good work, todo his Will, working in you, ibat 
which is well-pleafing in bis fight, through Jefus Chri; — 
to whom be glory for ever and ever, Amen. 


Ifa,49,4， 


Heb.13.19,20. 


Subícribed in the Name,and by the Appointment of 
the Affembly, 


George Walker, Moderator. Roger Drake;Scriba. 
١ . edrtkur Jackson, Elidad'Blackyell,Scriba. 
N i Edmuad Calamy; Affeffors. 
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